
  

   
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

August 14, 2019 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh 

Area Chapter presents – Lunch Meeting 

“Cannabis, Banking, Business & Fraud” 

Speaker: Angela Lucas, Managing Partner,  

Sterling Compliance  

 

Location: Rivers Club, One Oxford Center, 301 Grant 

Street, Suite 411, Downtown Pittsburgh 

11:45 am – 12:00 noon: Registration 

12:00 noon – 1:00 pm: Presentation 

Please register here. 

Registration deadline: August 12th at 3:00 pm 

Cost: Members & Associates of the Greater 

Pittsburgh Area Chapter: $30 

 All others: $35 

CPE: Qualifies for 1 credit hour of continuing 

professional education.  Attendance 

certificates will be provided. 

Continued on page 2 
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August 2019 

Newsletter 

Sponsorship 
At the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter, we like to partner with local organizations.  If anyone is interested in becoming a 

sponsor for only $100 a year and having your company logo included in our newsletters, please contact Chapter President Bernie 

Rafferty at brafferty@schneiderdowns.com.   

      Our Sponsors:                  

Coming Tuesday, October 22!!! 

ACCOUNTING AND ETHICS 

HALF DAY SEMINAR 

This half-day event will focus on accounting, 

auditing and ethics topics.  Speakers typically 

come from public accounting, financial 

institutions, and consulting firms specializing in 

forensic accounting and fraud investigation.   

The seminar will be held at the Rivers Club in One 

Oxford Center, Downtown.  Registration 

information will be released in the coming 

weeks!!! 

   
Call for Speakers! 

We are looking for speakers to present for our 

upcoming 2019-2020 year which begins in August.  Do 

you know an engaging speaker who may be 

interested in delivering a presentation relevant to the 

ACFE membership?  If so, please send name and 

contact information to Jim Fellin at 

jfellin@nottinghamgroup.com and copy Bernie 

Rafferty at brafferty@schneiderdowns.com.   

https://acfepgh.starchapter.com/meet-reg1.php?id=6
http://www.acfe-pgh.org/
mailto:brafferty@schneiderdowns.com
mailto:jfellin@nottinghamgroup.com
mailto:brafferty@schneiderdowns.com


    

August 14, 2019 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter presents – Lunch Meeting 

“Cannabis, Banking, Business & Fraud” 

Speaker: Angela Lucas, Managing Partner, Sterling Compliance 

 

In a time where every state is essentially its own country in terms of cannabis legalization, when legalization 

at the state level is offsides with Federal law, when risk and return are equally high, it is critical that we 

understand the banking and the business issues related to cannabis.  By understanding the current 

environment, regulatory expectations, banking opportunities, business challenges and how, if not properly 

managed, fraud and black market issues may arise, we can better frame the narrative and structure within 

our country that avoids the pitfalls of others that have address cannabis legalized with lesser control.  This 

session is designed to discuss all these things and more, and to invite conversation around the framework 

that is being proposed, and refinements that are needed.  Whether you are in banking, audit, risk 

management, real estate, retail and a host of other professions, it is inevitable that this issue will touch you 

professionally or personally. 

 

Angela Lucas is the Co-Founder and Managing Partner of Sterling Compliance, LLC, an independent 

compliance and risk management consulting firm based out of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Prior to launching 

Sterling Compliance, Angela was an examiner with the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, specializing 

in consumer compliance and commercial credit.  Several years and examinations later, Angela expanded her 

skill set within the Investment Advisory Monitoring and Testing Group at Federated Investors, Inc., focusing 

on compliance testing and advisory services as a critical link between trading floor portfolio managers and 

the compliance function. 

 

As a former bank regulator and seasoned consultant, Angela’s knowledge of regulatory compliance, risk 

management and investment advisory services has established her reputation as a leading resource with the 

financial institution consulting industry, spanning consumer protection and anti-money laundering statutes, 

fraud and marijuana banking issues.   
 

Please join us for this interesting and relevant presentation. 

Please reserve your space for the next meeting.  The Chapter must provide an accurate count of attendees to the Rivers Club prior 

to the meeting and is responsible for paying for meals for no-shows.  Additionally, only enough food is prepared for the number 

of registered attendees.  While we understand that circumstances come up that cause people to miss meetings, in order to 

maintain our programs at an affordable rate for all attendees, the Chapter will no longer absorb the cost for attendees missing 

meetings.  Failure to notify the Chapter within 24 hours of a meeting will result in an invoicing of the cost of the meeting to missing 

attendees.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Register here! 

CAREER NETWORKING EVENT 

Coming this fall!!! 

This is our third annual event for students, job seekers/changers and employers to learn first-hand about 

needs and opportunities in the field of fraud prevention and detection. 

Stay tuned for more information!!! 

https://acfe-pgh.org/meet-reg1.php?id=8


    

Robocall Scambusters 

More than 40% of robocalls are believed to be scams.  Microsoft discovered last year that more than 60% of people 

across 16 countries, including the U.S., were targeted in tech support scams.  

An online activist, “Jim Browning” (real name not disclosed for security reasons) is going after scammers in India 

making robocalls for a computer repair scheme.  He plays the victim and allows them to access his computer, so he in 

turn can access their computer and spy on their operations.  He has replaced the robocall they were sending with a 

message warning people that the call is a scam. 

The Microsoft Cybercrime Center is also tracking scammers on a much larger scale.  The company receives more than 

12,000 complaints a month on their scam reporting web page.  They work with law enforcement overseas, and last 

November, 16 call centers in India were taken down with 68 people arrested as a result. 

If you receive a call like this, the best thing to do is hang up.  And if you see a “pop-up” on your computer screen 

claiming you have a virus, be suspicious. 

 

 

 

 
Fox Chapel Cardiologist Convicted Of Healthcare Fraud 
A Fox Chapel cardiologist has been found guilty by a federal jury of two counts of healthcare 

fraud, involving more than $13 million in insurance billing.  Read More 

Former Steel Valley Authority Financial Manager Sentenced For Bank And 

Mail Fraud 
Nicolette Gizzi has been sentenced to 18 months in prison for bank and mail fraud.  Read More 

Two Pittsburgh-Area Doctors Acquitted in Federal Addiction Clinic Fraud 

Trial in West Virginia 
Two Allegheny County doctors indicted last year on charges of doling out Suboxone to addicts 

for cash have been acquitted by a West Virginia jury.  Read More 

Pennsylvania Woman Federally Charged For “Grandparents Scheme” 
A Pennsylvania woman was charged with fraud after her alleged leadership in the 

“Grandparents Scheme.”  Read More 

Allegations of Forgery, Fraud and Homicide Tied to Multimillion-Dollar 

Estate of Former Mill Worker 
Action News Investigates has found allegations of forgery, fraud and even homicide involving 

the multimillion-dollar estate of an Aliquippa man.  Read More 

Manafort Pleads Not Guilty to Fraud Charges in New York 
Paul Manafort, the imprisoned former chairman of President Donald Trump’s 2016 campaign, 

pleaded not guilty to New York state mortgage fraud charges that could keep him locked up 

even if Mr. Trump pardons him for federal crimes uncovered during the probe of Russian 

election meddling.  Read More 

Consumer Group Launches to Fight Real-Estate Wire Fraud  
The new Coalition to Stop Real Estate Fraud launches this month to make more people aware 

of the dangers of what it says is a national epidemic of real-estate fraud.  Read More 

 

Managing the 

Business Risk of 

Fraud 

All organizations are 

subject to fraud risks and 

should complete a fraud 

risk assessment to identify 

potential schemes and 

events that need to be 

mitigated.  An effective 

fraud risk management 

assessment should 

identify where fraud may 

occur and who the 

perpetrators might be.  

Factors to consider 

include weaknesses in the 

system of controls, 

potential to override or 

circumvent controls, and 

possible ways to conceal 

fraud.  The IIA, AICPA, and 

ACFE have published a 

guide on establishing a 

fraud risk management 

program. 

 

Refer to the June 13, 2019, CBS News Article here.  

Click here for the full guide. 

https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/06/14/fox-chapel-healthcare-fraud-conviction/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/06/28/financial-manager-embezzlement-sentencing/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2019/06/14/Pittsburgh-doctors-acquitted-addiction-clinic-fraud-trial-West-Virginia-Krishan-Aggarwal-Cherian-John/stories/201906140093
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/06/14/woman-charged-grandparents-scheme/
https://www.wtae.com/article/allegations-of-forgery-fraud-and-homicide-tied-to-multimillion-dollar-estate-of-former-mill-worker/28250083
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2019/06/27/Paul-Manafort-pleads-not-guilty-fraud-charges-New-York/stories/201906270181
https://www.wxpr.org/post/consumer-group-launches-fight-real-estate-wire-fraud#stream/0
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/robocall-revenge-meet-the-techies-taking-down-scammers/
https://competency.aicpa.org/media_resources/209048-managing-the-business-risk-of-fraud-a-practical-gu/detail


    

Your Officers and Directors 

President       Bernard Rafferty CFE, CPA    

Vice President       Maria Huttner CPA, CIA, CFE   

Treasurer       Kelvin Pier CPA, CFE    

Secretary       Benjamin O’Leary CPA, CFE    

Director       Dan Chacko CFE, CMA, CIA, CPA   

Director       Maria De La Cueva CFE, CFCI 

Training Director      James Fellin CPA, CFE, CFF  

Director       Aaryn Hogue CPA, CFE, CFF 

Director       Douglas Keklak CFE 

Director       Elizabeth Moretti CFE  

Director       Vivian Spratt CPA, CFF, CVA, ABV 

Director       Katie Vance CFE 

Director       David Vanderaar CFE  
 

  

 
About the ACFE 

The ACFE is the world’s largest anti-fraud organization and premier provider of anti-fraud training and 

education.  Together with more than 85,000 members, the ACFE is reducing business fraud worldwide and 

inspiring public confidence in the integrity and objectivity within the profession.  Visit www.acfe.com for 

more details. 

Upcoming Events 

 Wednesday, September 11, 2019 – Lunch Meeting 

 September/October 2019 TBD – Career Networking Event 

 Wednesday, October 9, 2019 – Lunch Meeting 

 Tuesday, October 22, 2019 – Accounting and Ethics Half Day Seminar 

Venue: Rivers Club in One Oxford Center Suite 411, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

12:00 – 5:00 pm, including post-event networking happy hour 

 Wednesday, November 13, 2019 – Lunch Meeting 

 Wednesday, December 11, 2019 – Lunch Meeting 

 Wednesday, January 8, 2020 – Lunch Meeting 

 Wednesday, February 12, 2020 – Lunch Meeting 

 Wednesday, March 11, 2020 – Lunch Meeting 

 Wednesday, April 8, 2020 – Lunch Meeting 

 Wednesday, May 13, 2020 – Lunch Meeting 

 May 2020 TBD – Fraud and Corruption Awareness Seminar (Co-Sponsored with the IIA and Schneider Downs) 

 Wednesday, June 10, 2020 – Lunch Meeting, Officer and Director Elections 

 

Watch for more information on upcoming events! 

 

Connect on Facebook 
Did you know the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter has a Facebook page?  

www.facebook.com/acfe.pgh 

http://www.acfe.com/
http://www.facebook.com/acfe.pgh

