
  

   
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

November 13, 2019 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area 

Chapter presents – Lunch Meeting 
 

“Role of the US Trustee’s Office in  

Fighting Fraud in Bankruptcy” 
 

Speaker: Joseph Sisca, Assistant US Trustee  

For the Western District of Pennsylvania  

 

Location: Rivers Club, One Oxford Center, 301 Grant Street, 

Suite 411, Downtown Pittsburgh 

11:45 am – 12:00 noon: Registration 

12:00 noon – 1:00 pm: Presentation 

Please register here. 

Registration deadline: November 11th at 3:00 pm 

Cost: Members & Associates of the Greater Pittsburgh Area 

Chapter: $30 

 All others: $35 

CPE: Qualifies for 1 credit hour of continuing professional 

education.  Attendance certificates will be provided.          
Continued on page 2 

 

Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter 
 

 

 

Chapter Website: 

www.acfe-pgh.org 

 

 

 

 

November 2019 

Newsletter 

Sponsorship 
At the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter, we like to partner with local organizations.  If anyone is interested in becoming a 

sponsor for only $100 a year and having your company logo included in our newsletters, please contact Chapter President Bernie 

Rafferty at brafferty@schneiderdowns.com.   

      Our Sponsors:                  

 

Coming May 21, 2020!!! 

FRAUD AND CORRUPTION 

AWARENESS SEMINAR 

CO-SPONSORED WITH THE IIA 

AND SCHNEIDER DOWNS 

This one-day event will focus on fraud 

issues, which in the past have included 

such topics as fraud prevention, cyber 

theft, and leadership integrity, with 

presentations from former fraudsters 

and law enforcement. 

Stay tuned for more information!   

“His heart as far from fraud 
as heaven from earth.” 

~William Shakespeare 

https://acfe-pgh.org/meet-reg1.php?id=13
http://www.acfe-pgh.org/
mailto:brafferty@schneiderdowns.com


    

November 13, 2019 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter presents – Lunch Meeting 

“Role of the US Trustee’s Office in Fighting Fraud in Bankruptcy” 

Speaker: Joseph Sisca, Assistant US Trustee For the Western District of Pennsylvania 

 

Bankruptcy fraud can occur in several different forms, including concealing assets to avoid having to forfeit 

them, intentionally filing false or incomplete forms, filing multiple times using either false information or 

real information in several jurisdictions, or bribing a court-appointed trustee.  Often, bankruptcy fraud is 

committed with another crime, such as identity theft, mortgage fraud, money laundering, and public 

corruption. 

 

The United States Trustee Program is the component of the Department of Justice responsible for overseeing 

the administration of bankruptcy cases and private trustees.  The Program monitors the conduct of 

bankruptcy parties and private estate trustees, oversees related administrative functions, and acts to ensure 

compliance with applicable laws and procedures.  It also identifies and helps investigate bankruptcy fraud 

and abuse in coordination with United States Attorneys, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and other law 

enforcement agencies.     

 

Mr. Sisca is a Pittsburgh native and a 1983 magna cum laude graduate of the University of Pittsburgh, holding 

a degree in Political Science.  He is a 1986 magna cum laude graduate of the University of Pittsburgh School 

of Law, where he was Articles Editor of the Law Review, a member of the Order of the Coif, the recipient of 

a Law Alumni Association Scholarship and was named a University Scholar.  From 1986 through 1999 he 

practiced with the Pittsburgh office of a large regional law firm, specializing in insolvency law, litigation and 

banking issues, with an emphasis in the area of creditors’ rights.  Since 1999, Mr. Sisca has served as the 

Assistant United States Trustee for the Western District of Pennsylvania. 
 

Please join us for this interesting and relevant presentation. 

Please reserve your space for the next meeting.  The Chapter must provide an accurate count of attendees to the Rivers Club prior 

to the meeting and is responsible for paying for meals for no-shows.  Additionally, only enough food is prepared for the number 

of registered attendees.  While we understand that circumstances come up that cause people to miss meetings, in order to 

maintain our programs at an affordable rate for all attendees, the Chapter will no longer absorb the cost for attendees missing 

meetings.  Failure to notify the Chapter within 24 hours of a meeting will result in an invoicing of the cost of the meeting to missing 

attendees.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Register here! 

 

ISACA Pittsburgh Chapter Information Security Awareness Day 

Monday, December 9 at Rivers Casino 

The Pittsburgh ISACA Chapter is hosting their annual Information Security Day Conference.  The event is 8 

CPEs at the low cost of $50.  All the details and registration link can be found at www.pghinfosecday.com.    

https://acfe-pgh.org/meet-reg1.php?id=13
http://www.pghinfosecday.com/


    

 

Being a Forensic Accountant 

Given our recent student/job seeker event, we thought it would be prudent to include a real life story on 

what it’s like to be a forensic accountant, and one woman’s journey to get there.   

 

Many people with accounting degrees start their career as a CPA.  Those interested in investigating financial 

issues and working with attorneys to resolve different types of disputes may ultimately be a good fit in a 

forensic accounting position.  If you’re interested in learning more about forensic accounting, consider 

becoming a member of our local chapter and attending one of our many events throughout the year.  You’ll 

have the opportunity to meet others in the field and learn more about a fascinating field.  We hope to see 

you at one of our upcoming events! 

 

 

 
Pittsburgh Lobbyist Faces New Fraud, Theft Charges 
A Pittsburgh-based lobbyist who was charged last month with stealing more than $100,000 from six small businesses is now 

charged with defrauding an additional 14 clients, including businesses, nonprofit organizations and schools.  Read More 

Las Vegas Man Pleads Guilty to $380K Device Fraud at 5 Area Sam’s Clubs, Elsewhere 
A Las Vegas man pleaded guilty in federal court in Pittsburgh to a charge of conspiracy to commit access device fraud, U.S. Attorney 

Scott W. Brady announced.  Read More 

Audit: Pittsburgh Property Sales ‘Shrouded in Secrecy,’ Open to Fraud 
Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Urban Redevelopment Authority are sitting on thousands of tax delinquent properties for years 

because of a public sales process that is “shrouded in secrecy” and difficult to navigate for potential buyers, according to an audit 

released by the city Controller’s Office.  Read More 

Pennsylvania Contractor Sentenced For Fraud At New Jersey Military Bases 
A Pennsylvania man who took kickbacks in a scheme involving construction projects at two New Jersey military bases is now 

headed to federal prison.  Read More 

Doctor Accused of Distributing Opioids for Sex 
A Pittsburgh-area doctor has been accused of giving out opioids in exchange for sex.  Read More 

Pittsburgh Diocese Asks Pa. Supreme Court to Review Case 
The Diocese of Pittsburgh is asking the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to review a lower-court ruling that potentially could open 

floodgates to litigation over sexual abuse by priests that happened years and even decades in the past.  Read More 

100s Of Pittsburgh Public School Credit Cards Run Up Millions Of Dollars In Purchases  
Hundreds of credit cards issued by the district to teachers and staff have questionable oversight and controls.  Read More 

Man Pleads Guilty To Defrauding Pa. Medicaid Program Of Over $300,000 
A man has pleaded guilty to taking part in a conspiracy to defraud Pennsylvania’s Medicaid program to gain millions of dollars.  

Read More 

 

Access the full article from The CPA Journal here. 

 

 

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2019/09/17/pittsburgh-lobbyist-Joseph-Kuklis-new-fraud-dced-shapiro/stories/201909170093
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/las-vegas-man-pleads-guilty-to-pittsburgh-florida-california-device-fraud/
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/audit-pittsburgh-property-sales-shrouded-in-secrecy-open-to-fraud/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/09/27/pa-contractor-military-base-fraud/
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/pittsburgh-healthcare-fraud-doctor-accused-of-distributing-opioids-for-sex/989622205
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/faith-religion/2019/09/24/Diocese-Pittsburgh-sexual-abuse-lawsuit-grand-jury-pennsylvania-supreme-court/stories/201909240188
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/09/26/procurement-cards-from-school-district/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/09/24/georgia-man-pleads-guilty-pennsylvania-medicaid-fraud/
https://www.cpajournal.com/2018/06/11/my-journey-as-a-forensic-accountant/


    

Your Officers and Directors 

President       Bernard Rafferty CFE, CPA    

Vice President       Maria Huttner CPA, CIA, CFE   

Treasurer       Kelvin Pier CPA, CFE    

Secretary       Benjamin O’Leary CPA, CFE    

Director       Dan Chacko CFE, CMA, CIA, CPA   

Director       Maria De La Cueva CFE, CFCI 

Training Director      James Fellin CPA, CFE, CFF  

Director       Aaryn Hogue CPA, CFE, CFF 

Director       Douglas Keklak CFE 

Director       Elizabeth Moretti CFE  

Director       Vivian Spratt CPA, CFF, CVA, ABV 

Director       Katie Vance CFE 

Director       David Vanderaar CFE  
 

  

 
About the ACFE 

The ACFE is the world’s largest anti-fraud organization and premier provider of anti-fraud training and 

education.  Together with more than 85,000 members, the ACFE is reducing business fraud worldwide and 

inspiring public confidence in the integrity and objectivity within the profession.  Visit www.acfe.com for 

more details. 

Upcoming Events 
 Tuesday and Wednesday, November 5-6, 2019 – Dayton Fraud, Cyber and Ethics Conference 

Venue: University of Dayton, Meyer Room, Curran Place Building, 1700 South Patterson Blvd, Dayton, OH 

3 hours CPE November 5 and 8 hours CPE November 6 – attend either or both days.  Register here. 

 Monday, December 9, 2019 – Pittsburgh ISACA Chapter InfoSec Day Conference 

Venue: Rivers Casino, Pittsburgh, PA 

8 hours CPE.  Register here.   

 Wednesday, December 11, 2019 – Lunch Meeting 

Speaker: Greg Melucci, US Attorney’s Office 

 Wednesday, January 8, 2020 – Lunch Meeting 

Speaker: Jason Bartolacci, NCFTA 

 Wednesday, February 12, 2020 – Lunch Meeting 

 Wednesday, March 11, 2020 – Lunch Meeting 

Speakers: SA Matt Ragan and SA Paul Bauer, IRS-CID 

 Wednesday, April 8, 2020 – Lunch Meeting 

 Wednesday, May 13, 2020 – Lunch Meeting 

 May 21, 2020 – Fraud and Corruption Awareness Seminar (Co-Sponsored with the IIA and Schneider Downs) 

Venue: Doubletree Cranberry 

 Wednesday, June 10, 2020 – Lunch Meeting, Officer and Director Elections 

 

Watch for more information on upcoming events! 

 

Connect on LinkedIn and Facebook 
Did you know the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter has a LinkedIn account and Facebook page?  Visit 

www.linkedin.com/company/40766293 and www.facebook.com/acfe.pgh/ 

http://www.acfe.com/
https://behavioralforensicsgroup.com/events/
https://www.pghinfosecday.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/40766293
http://www.facebook.com/acfe.pgh

