
  

   
 

    

    

    

    

    

July 29, 2020 Virtual Event Recap & 

Coalition to End Human Trafficking 

Thank you to Mona Clayton for speaking at our first 

virtual event on global investigations.  Mona serves on 

the Board of Purchased, Inc, an anti-trafficking non-

profit.  The Chapter will donate $270 to Purchased in 

Mona’s honor in thanks for presenting to our group. 

Closer to home, U.S. Attorney Scott Brady is creating a 

new anti-human trafficking coalition, Operation T.E.N. 

(Trafficking Ends Now), comprised of federal, state, and 

local law enforcement agencies as well as non-

governmental organizations.  Operation T.E.N. serves as 

an umbrella coalition for the 25 counties in the Western 

District of Pennsylvania, and is a coordinated effort 

aimed at ending human trafficking through education, 

improving cooperation among local, state, and federal 

law enforcement agencies, and will enhance our ability 

to empower victims of human trafficking to become 

thriving survivors.  Read the full press release here. 
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August 2020 

Newsletter 

Sponsorship 
At the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter, we like to partner with local organizations.  If anyone is interested in becoming a 

sponsor for only $100 a year and having your company logo included in our newsletters, please contact Chapter President Bernie 

Rafferty at brafferty@schneiderdowns.com.     

   Our sponsors:                

        

Monday, September 14th and  

Tuesday, September 15th 

FRAUD AND CORRUPTION AWARENESS 

VIRTUAL SEMINAR 

Co-Sponsored with the IIA and Schneider Downs 

Expert speakers share their real-world and personal 

experiences with fraud.  Register here.  See the 

attached flyer for further details. 

Call for Speakers! 

We are looking for speakers to present for our upcoming 

2020-2021 year which begins in August.  Do you know an 

engaging speaker who may be interested in delivering a 

presentation relevant to the ACFE membership?  If so, 

please send name and contact information to Dave 

Vanderaar at vanderaard@gmail.com and copy Bernie 

Rafferty at brafferty@schneiderdowns.com.  

https://www.purchased.org/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-wdpa/pr/us-attorney-brady-announces-coalition-dedicated-ending-human-trafficking
http://www.acfe-pgh.org/
mailto:brafferty@schneiderdowns.com
https://acfe-pgh.org/meetinginfo.php?id=17&ts=1595252264
mailto:vanderaard@gmail.com
mailto:brafferty@schneiderdowns.com


    

 

Congratulations to Jim Fellin, President Emeritus! 

We are pleased to announce the vote by the Executive Committee and Directors of the chapter to appoint 

Jim Fellin to a newly formed position of President Emeritus of the Greater Pittsburgh ACFE.  While the title 

President Emeritus typically refers to someone who has retired from the organization, Jim continues to 

actively work with the chapter and with his professional practice at his firm, The Nottingham 

Group.  Although he has stepped back from his week-to-week responsibilities as past president of the 

chapter, he continues to serve as a valued advisor to the board and representative of the chapter.  For many 

in the area, Jim is the person they most associate with the Pittsburgh Chapter of the ACFE and the fraud 

examination profession.   

By way of history, Jim served several terms as chapter president and presided over much of the last 20 

years.  He is also largely responsible for the existence of the chapter.  In the late 1990s, Jim approached the 

ACFE about starting a chapter and was informed that there already was one but it had gone dormant.  Jim 

took the appropriate steps with the ACFE and reestablished the chapter, and over the following years 

recruited numerous local fraud professionals to serve on the board, present to the chapter, and grow the 

membership.  In addition, Jim has also served the profession through numerous years of teaching Fraud 

Investigation at Carlow University and Cal U.  Through this, Jim has displayed his dedication to educating 

future fraud examiners.  He has also represented the chapter and helped other chapters develop by currently 

serving on the ACFE’s Chapter Leaders Committee.   

We are happy that Jim has graciously accepted his appointment and look forward to continuing his work to 

develop the chapter as we approach our 25th anniversary.  

Looking to Upskill this Fall? 

Carlow University is enrolling students now in their Master of Fraud and Forensics (MFF) degree program for 

a fall start.  The MFF program is a one year, completely online, 30 credit program, designed and taught by 

industry specialists and practitioners in the areas of financial fraud.  Students learn how to prevent, 

investigate, detect, and remediate financial crimes.  No GMAT required. 

Not ready to start a full Masters program? 

Consider two certificate programs where you earn 9-11 graduate credits at a reduced cost.  Earned credits 

can be applied to the MFF or MBA program later or transferred. 

Master of Fraud and Forensics certificate – completed online over two semesters designed for the student 

to gain knowledge and build the skills needed to investigate, remediate and prevent fraud.  Designed and 

taught by practitioners in the field. 

Cyber Threat Research and Analytics certificate – 3 courses completed online in one semester that will help 

build your understanding and skill of detecting cyber financial crime.  Designed in partnership with the 

National Cyber Forensics Training Alliance.  Courses are taught by full-time Carlow faculty and NCFTA 

professionals. 

https://www.carlow.edu/Fraud_and_Forensics_(MS).aspx
https://www.carlow.edu/gradcert_ff.aspx
https://www.carlow.edu/Cyber_Threat_Research_and_Analytics.aspx


    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founder of McKees Rocks Rehab Center Pleads Guilty to Charges of 

Dealing Drugs, Tax Fraud 
The founder of a McKees Rocks drug rehab center pleaded guilty to charges of supplying 

heroin to addicts and five counts of tax fraud, according to an announcement from the 

U.S. attorney’s office.  Read More 

Jeannette Man Pleads Guilty To Defrauding West Virginia Bank 
A Pennsylvania man has admitted to defrauding a West Virginia Bank of more than 

$550,000.  Read More 

Beware Of Scammers Using Fake Coronavirus Antibody Tests To Steal 

Personal Information, Pittsburgh FBI Says 
Scammers have found another way to run schemes on people during the coronavirus 

pandemic.  Read More 

West Virginia Woman Sentenced After Faking Her Own Death 
A West Virginia woman who faked her own death to get out of a fraud charge has been 

sentenced to three-and-a-half years in prison, officials said.  Read More 

SEC Freezes Hvizdzak Brothers’ Hedge Fund, Alleges Fraud 
The federal Securities and Exchange Commission has filed a complaint against Bradford-

based High Street Capital and owners Sean and Shane Hvizdzak alleging they defrauded 

investors out of millions in a cryptocurrency hedge fund scheme.  Read More 

PA State Inspector General Charges 44 with Welfare Fraud 
The Office of State Inspector General (OSIG) filed welfare fraud charges against 44 

individuals during the month of January 2020.  Read More 

Tracking the Money: The Federal Stimulus Package Needs Better 

Oversight 
There’s a lot of federal stimulus money – $2.6 billion – targeted to provide relief for 

Pennsylvania’s nursing homes, small businesses and local governments.  Read More 

Drug Testing Lab Owner Pleads Guilty to $1.7M Fraud Scheme 
The owner of a Greensburg, Pennsylvania clinical drug testing lab pleaded guilty in 

federal court to a $1.7 million testing fraud scheme, the US Department of Justice said.  

Read More 

 

 

Become a Certified Fraud 

Examiner 

Now may be the perfect time to 

earn your CFE credential!  The 

world changed with the 

pandemic, but fraudsters 

continue to perpetrate schemes, 

and in fact have found new 

opportunities as a result.  Join the 

fraud fight!   

Step 1 – Join the ACFE.  You must 

be a member to take the CFE exam 

and earn your CFE credential. 

Step 2 – Prepare for the CFE Exam.  

You can study with the CFE Exam 

Prep Course, attend the CFE Exam 

Review Course, or study on your 

own using the Fraud Examiners 

Manual. 

Step 3 – Apply for the CFE Exam.  A 

complete CFE Exam application 

with documentation is required to 

take the CFE Exam.  The CFE Exam 

application fee is $400.  If you 

have purchased the CFE Exam 

Prep Course, the fee is $300. 

Step 4 – Pass the CFE Exam.  The 

CFE Exam tests your knowledge 

and expertise in the four primary 

areas of fraud examination: 

Financial Transactions & Fraud 

Schemes, Law, Investigation, and 

Fraud Prevention & Deterrence. 

 

 

Diversity Committee Chair 

In recognition and support of the diverse Greater Pittsburgh community we serve, the Chapter seeks to fill 

a newly created Diversity Committee Chair position.  Anyone interested is encouraged to consider self-

nominating for the position, which will hold a 1-year term by emailing chapter president Bernie Rafferty at 

brafferty@schneiderdowns.com.  The person self-nominating for the position must be a chapter member.  

To join the Chapter, please visit https://acfe-pgh.org/join.php.  The Chairperson will report to the board of 

directors and executive committee.  This new position creates opportunities for the Chapter to foster more 

diversity in the community of fraud examiners in service to the larger community.   

 

For more information, refer 

to the ACFE website. 

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2020/07/01/david-francis-mckees-rocks-next-step-recovery-housing-pleads-guilty-supplying-heroin/stories/202007010153
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/07/08/west-virginia-bank-fraud-jeannette/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/06/30/fbi-warns-of-fake-coronavirus-antibody-test/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/07/01/wv-faked-death-sentencing/
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/sec-freezes-hvizdzak-brothers-hedge-fund-alleges-fraud/article_8e996d5a-afc4-5ff4-8da1-228b195653d1.html
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/government/pa-state-inspector-general-charges-44-with-welfare-fraud/
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/06/24/Stimulus-bill-money-tracking-economy/stories/202006110069
https://www.360dx.com/clinical-lab-management/drug-testing-lab-owner-pleads-guilty-17m-fraud-scheme#.XxiNbp5Kj00
mailto:brafferty@schneiderdowns.com
https://acfe-pgh.org/join.php
https://www.acfe.com/become-cfe-qualifications.aspx


     

Your Officers and Directors 

President       Bernard Rafferty CFE, CPA    

Vice President       Maria Huttner CPA, CIA, CFE   

Treasurer       Kelvin Pier CPA, CFE    

Secretary       Katie Vance CFE    

Director       Dan Chacko CFE, CMA, CIA, CPA   

Director       Wanda DiPaolo CFE 

President Emeritus      James Fellin CPA, CFE, CFF  

Membership Director      Brett Fulesday CFE 

Higher Education Director     Aaryn Hogue CPA, CFE, CFF 

Director       Douglas Keklak CFE 

Training Director      David Vanderaar CFE  

 
 

 

  

 

About the ACFE 
The ACFE is the world’s largest anti-fraud organization and premier provider of anti-fraud training and 

education.  Together with more than 85,000 members, the ACFE is reducing business fraud worldwide and 

inspiring public confidence in the integrity and objectivity within the profession.  Visit www.acfe.com for 

more details. 

Upcoming Events 
 

• Wednesday, September 9, 2020 – Virtual Meeting 

• Monday, September 14 & Tuesday, September 15 – Fraud and Corruption Awareness Virtual 

Seminar (Co-Sponsored with the IIA and Schneider Downs) 

Program: Monday, 8:30 am – 12:20 pm & Tuesday, 12:00 pm – 4:40 pm 

9 CPE hours (including two hours of Ethics) – Register here. 

• Wednesday, October 14, 2020 – Virtual Meeting 

• Wednesday, November 11, 2020 – Virtual Meeting 

• Wednesday, December 9, 2020 – Virtual Meeting 

• Wednesday, January 13, 2021 – Meeting TBD  

• Wednesday, February 10, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, March 10, 2021 – Meeting TBD   

• Wednesday, April 14, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, May 12, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, June 9, 2021 – Meeting TBD, Officer and Director Elections 

 

Watch for more information on upcoming events! 

 

Connect on LinkedIn and Facebook 
Did you know the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter has a LinkedIn account and Facebook page?   

Visit ACFE Greater Pittsburgh LinkedIn Page and ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Facebook Page 

 

http://www.acfe.com/
https://acfe-pgh.org/meetinginfo.php?id=17&ts=1595252264
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F40766293&data=02%7C01%7Cmhuttner%40bc.pitt.edu%7C0ccad361ae52478708a408d76c374ad2%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637096857048374435&sdata=X%2BDI7F6JcdF%2FmVI6boAvep8MKck%2FXcEz2eyYgZzq%2Bso%3D&reserved=0
http://www.facebook.com/acfe.pgh

