
  

   
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Coronavirus Update 
 

The safety and health of our attendees and speakers is our top priority.  As a result of the 

ongoing uncertainty related to COVID-19, and because the Rivers Club and other dine-in 

establishments are not yet re-opened, the Greater Pittsburgh Chapter of the ACFE has 

canceled our scheduled meeting on June 10th.  We are hopeful that we will be able to kick-off 

our new chapter year and host our August 12th meeting.  We will continue to monitor the 

situation and the Rivers Club’s operating status and will make that decision at a later date.  

The Board is working on strategies to ensure members continue to receive continuing 

educational opportunities and CPE hours.  We will update our membership over the next 

couple of months in this regard.  In the meantime, we hope everyone stays safe and healthy. 

 

Elections 
 

We will hold our 2020-2021 Officer and Director elections remotely this year.  Members will 

receive an email invitation to complete an electronic ballot in the next couple of weeks.  

Please vote!  Meet your candidates on page 2 and through the attached statements. 
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Meet the Candidates 

Maria Huttner, Audit Supervisor at the University of Pittsburgh, is running for re-election as 

Vice President.  Ms. Huttner has been a member of the ACFE Pittsburgh Chapter for about 9 

years and has served on the Board for 6 years.  She believes exploring virtual instruction 

methods should be a Board priority. 

Katherine Vance, Senior Consultant at Baker Tilly, is running for election as Secretary.  Ms. 

Vance has been a member of the ACFE Pittsburgh Chapter for 4 years and has served as a 

Director on the Board during that time.  She suggests less formal group meetings in addition 

to CPE events would allow members to get to know each other and network. 

Wanda DiPaolo, Consultant at Creative Financial Staffing, is running for election as a One-

Year Director.  Ms. DiPaolo is a new chapter member and would like to assume a role to assist 

in enabling change on the Board.  She believes training should be a priority for the Board in 

the upcoming year. 

Brett Fulesday, Senior Manager, Valuation & Litigation Support Services at Cohen & 

Company, is running for election as a One-Year Director.  Mr. Fulesday is a new chapter 

member and would like a position on the Board to help chart the course of programming for 

the chapter.  He suggests staging virtual meetings to attract a diversity of speakers and 

attendees. 

Doug Keklak, Business Analytics Consultant at PNC Bank, is running for re-election as a One-

Year Director.  Mr. Keklak has been a member of the ACFE Pittsburgh Chapter for 16 years.  

He believes community outreach should be a Board priority in the upcoming year. 

David Vanderaar, Retired Corporal with the Pennsylvania State Police, is running for re-

election as a One-Year Director.  Mr. Vanderaar has been a member of the ACFE Pittsburgh 

Chapter for about 5 years.  He suggests more remote training opportunities and industry-

focused subcommittees to share real-world investigation experience.  

See the attached Candidate Statements for more details. 

 

 

Carlow University Faculty Emerita 

Emerita is a meritorious status that recognizes excellence in teaching, advising, scholarship and service.  New 
Faculty Emerita at Carlow University include long-standing Pittsburgh Chapter members Ms. Mary Anne 
Basilone and Dr. Diane A. Matthews.  Ms. Basilone was the recipient of the prestigious Max and Esther 
Sestili Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2012.  Dr. Matthews distinguished herself by founding multiple 
programs in her department, including the bachelor’s in forensic accounting and the masters in fraud and 
forensics.  Congratulations to Ms. Basilone and Dr. Matthews! 

   

 



    

 

N.Y. Man Charged in Pittsburgh With COVID-19 Testing Fraud 
A New York man has been arrested on federal charges out of the Western 

District of Pennsylvania for allegedly advertising and selling stolen COVID-

19 testing services, falsely claiming that he had a connection to a lab for 

testing, shipping the kits without any medical screening of recipients and 

delivering no results to consumers.  Read More 

FBI Pittsburgh Warns Popular Social Media Trends Can Lead 

to Fraud 
FBI Pittsburgh is warning social media users to pay close attention to the 

information they share online.  Read More 

Former Doctor’s Office Manager From Pittsburgh Pleads 

Guilty to Federal Drug Crimes, Health Care Fraud 
A former office manager of a California doctor sentenced for running a “pill 

mill” in Western Pennsylvania has admitted guilt in federal court to her role 

in the conspiracy to prescribe fentanyl and opioid painkillers for cash.  Read 

More 

Feds Seize Money in Fraud Investigation of Texas Charity 

Providing Meals for Low-Income Children 
Federal prosecutors in Pittsburgh have moved to forfeit more than 

$100,000 as part of an investigation of a Texas charity accused of ripping 

off the federal food program for poor children in Pennsylvania.  Read More 

How Insurers and Businesses Can Fight Health Care Fraud and 

Waste 
Health care fraud and waste come in many forms, from criminals stealing 

patient information to create false bills to providers billing for services that 

they didn’t provide to orders for unnecessary tests or procedures.  Read 

More 

State Police in Westmoreland County and Best Buy Say Fraud 

is on the Rise Amid Pandemic 
Best Buy told state police fraud has been on the rise amid the coronavirus 

pandemic after they stopped a fraudulent purchase for a $1,500 Apple 

Macbook Pro.  Read More 

Coronavirus Supplies: How Feds Uncovered Fraud Involving 

39 Million N95 Masks 
We’re learning more about exactly how federal investigators intercepted 

fraud involving 39 million N95 masks.  Read More 

Unanimous Supreme Court Throws Out N.J. ‘Bridgegate’ 

Convictions 
The Supreme Court threw out the convictions of two political insiders 

involved in New Jersey’s “Bridgegate” scandal, saying that “not every 

corrupt act by state or local officials is a federal crime.”  Read More 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Fraud 

The Department of Justice is remaining 

vigilant in detecting, investigating, and 

prosecuting wrongdoing related to the 

crisis.  Be aware that criminals are 

attempting to exploit COVID-19 

worldwide through a variety of scams. 

• Be cautious of unsolicited 

healthcare fraud schemes of 

testing and treatment through 

emails, phone calls, or in person.  

The U.S. have medical 

professionals and scientists 

working hard to find a cure, 

approved treatment, and vaccine 

for COVID-19. 

• Be on the lookout for an increase 

in cryptocurrency fraud schemes 

including but not limited to 

blackmail attempts, work from 

home scams, paying for non-

existent treatments or 

equipment, or investment scams. 

• Be wary of unsolicited telephone 

calls and e-mails from individuals 

claiming to be IRS and Treasury 

employees.   

Criminals will likely continue to use new 

methods to exploit COVID-19 worldwide.  

Stay alert and stay informed about 

common fraud schemes related to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic.  If you think you are 

a victim of a scam or attempted fraud 

involving COVID-19, report it by calling 

the Department of Justice’s National 

Center for Disaster Fraud Hotline at 866-

720-5721 or via the NCDF Web Complaint 

Form. 

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2020/05/07/N-Y-man-charged-in-Pittsburgh-with-COVID-19-testing-fraud/stories/202005070145
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/pittsburgh/news/press-releases/fbi-pittsburgh-warns-popular-social-media-trends-can-lead-to-fraud
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/former-doctors-office-manager-from-pittsburgh-pleads-guilty-to-federal-drug-crimes-health-care-fraud/
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/former-doctors-office-manager-from-pittsburgh-pleads-guilty-to-federal-drug-crimes-health-care-fraud/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2020/04/14/Feds-seize-money-fraud-investigation-Texas-charity-meals-low-income-children/stories/202004140105
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/04/14/how-insurers-and-businesses-can-fight-health-care.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/04/14/how-insurers-and-businesses-can-fight-health-care.html
https://www.wtae.com/article/state-police-in-westmoreland-county-and-best-buy-say-fraud-is-on-the-rise-amid-pandemic/32359775
https://abc7news.com/coronavirus-supplies-how-feds-uncovered-fraud-involving-39-million-n95-masks/6104173/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2020/05/07/Unanimous-Supreme-Court-throws-out-Bridgegate-convictions-new-jersey/stories/202005070105
https://www.justice.gov/coronavirus
https://www.justice.gov/disaster-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/disaster-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/disaster-fraud/ncdf-disaster-complaint-form
https://www.justice.gov/disaster-fraud/ncdf-disaster-complaint-form


     

Your Officers and Directors 

President       Bernard Rafferty CFE, CPA    

Vice President       Maria Huttner CPA, CIA, CFE   

Treasurer       Kelvin Pier CPA, CFE    

Secretary       Benjamin O’Leary CPA, CFE    

Director       Dan Chacko CFE, CMA, CIA, CPA   

Director       Maria De La Cueva CFE, CFCI 

Training Director      James Fellin CPA, CFE, CFF  

Director       Aaryn Hogue CPA, CFE, CFF 

Director       Douglas Keklak CFE 

Director       Elizabeth Moretti CFE  

Director       Vivian Spratt CPA, CFF, CVA, ABV 

Director       Katie Vance CFE 

Director       David Vanderaar CFE  

 
 

 

  

 

About the ACFE 
The ACFE is the world’s largest anti-fraud organization and premier provider of anti-fraud training and 

education.  Together with more than 85,000 members, the ACFE is reducing business fraud worldwide and 

inspiring public confidence in the integrity and objectivity within the profession.  Visit www.acfe.com for 

more details. 

 

Stay safe and stay healthy! 

We hope to be able to see you all in the new Chapter Year, August 2020. 

Connect on LinkedIn and Facebook 
Did you know the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter has a LinkedIn account and Facebook page?   

Visit ACFE Greater Pittsburgh LinkedIn Page and ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Facebook Page 

 

Sponsorship 
At the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter, we like to partner with local organizations.  If anyone is interested in becoming a 

sponsor for only $100 a year and having your company logo included in our newsletters, please contact Chapter President Bernie 

Rafferty at brafferty@schneiderdowns.com.     

                      

        

 

Our sponsors: 

http://www.acfe.com/
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F40766293&data=02%7C01%7Cmhuttner%40bc.pitt.edu%7C0ccad361ae52478708a408d76c374ad2%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637096857048374435&sdata=X%2BDI7F6JcdF%2FmVI6boAvep8MKck%2FXcEz2eyYgZzq%2Bso%3D&reserved=0
http://www.facebook.com/acfe.pgh
mailto:brafferty@schneiderdowns.com

