
  

   
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

February 10, 2021 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter presents – Virtual Meeting 

“The Convergence of Forensic Risk Assessment Skills on US National Security” 

Speaker: John Lash, Founder, Darkhorse Global 

 

Location: Virtual Event (Zoom) 

12:00 noon – 1:00 pm: Presentation 

Please register here. 

Registration deadline: February 8th at 3:00 pm 

Cost: Members & Associates of the Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter: $10 

 All others: $20 

CPE: Qualifies for 1 credit hour of continuing professional education.  Attendance certificates will be 

emailed after the event. 

Continued on page 2 
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February 10, 2021 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter presents – Virtual Meeting 

“The Convergence of Foreign Risk Assessment Skills on US National Security” 

Speaker: John Lash, Founder, Darkhorse Global 
 

The Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS) exists at the intersection of national 

security and trade policy and reviews foreign investment transactions within its jurisdiction.  Evaluation of 

national security and balance against economic policy is within the purview of CFIUS.  This presentation will 

discuss CFIUS and US National Security in more detail. 

A global expert in national security strategy, John founded Darkhorse Global to provide businesses with the 

key insights necessary to make the right strategic decisions to proactively manage geopolitical, geo-

economic, and regulatory risk. 

Having advised on national security strategy, integration, and enforcement for M&A assignments totaling 

over USD 86 billion in transaction value, John performs critical evaluations that assimilate divergent 

information, providing transparent and meaningful interpretations to use for decision making in high-risk 

high-reward contexts.  His work focuses on compliance strategy, mergers and acquisitions, and performance 

transformation across a variety of high tech and advanced-industrial subsectors, including semiconductors, 

telecommunications, and renewable energy. 

John completed his PhD at Robert Morris University.  His thesis, “The Feasibility of Game Theory Approaches: 

An Investigative Study of Threats to U.S. National Security from Foreign Investment,” describes how the 

United States can address the convergence of national security and economic security in a highly dynamic, 

technologically connected, and economically interdependent world. 

Please join us for this interesting and relevant presentation. 

Register here! 

Ritchie-Jennings Memorial Scholarship 

The Ritchie-Jennings Memorial Scholarship was named for two members of the ACFE, Larry Jennings and 

Tracy Ritchie, who were killed while working in Karachi, Pakistan in 1997.  The scholarship is administered 

by the ACFE Foundation and largely funded through donations of chapters and members of the ACFE.  The 

Greater Pittsburgh Chapter was proud to donate $500 to the scholarship fund this year, and plans to make 

another contribution in 2021.  Chapter President Bernie Rafferty was a former recipient of the scholarship 

and serves as the Chairman of the ACFE Scholarship Committee which reviews the applicant essays and 

recommends the recipients to the ACFE Foundation board. 

The Chapter encourages any undergraduate or graduate student who meets the eligibility requirements 

found here to consider applying for the scholarships, which range from $1,000 to $10,000.  A 

recommendation from a CFE is preferred for applicants – the Chapter is happy to connect students to CFEs 

in the area.  The application deadline this year HAS BEEN EXTENDED to February 15, 2021, so there is still 

time to complete your application and essays. 
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Lori Loughlin Released From Prison After Nearly 

Two Months Served for College Admissions 

Cheating Scandal 
Lori Loughlin’s house is a bit more full again.  Read More 

Armstrong County Woman Taken for $10K in 

Publishers Clearing House Scam 
An 85-year-old Armstrong County woman was scammed out of 

$10,000 by someone claiming to represent Publishers Clearing 

House, according to state police.  Read More 

Months Later, More Than 1 Million Americans are 

Still Waiting for Unemployment Aid 
Many jobless Americans are asked for extensive proof of their 

identity.  Read More 

Omni Hotels Accepted Millions In PPP Funds But 

Didn’t Pay Workers 
Omni Hotels & Resorts, the international luxury hotel chain 

owned by billionaire Robert B. Rowling, is being accused of 

misusing millions of dollars in federal pandemic relief funds 

meant to keep workers on payroll.  Read More 

President Donald Trump Pardons 15 People, 

Including Pittsburgh Dentist Convicted Of Health 

Care Fraud 
The White House says he pled guilty, took full responsibility, 

served two years of probation and paid nearly $300,000 in fines 

and institutions.  Read More 

FTC Issues Warning About New Robocall Scam 
The Federal Trade Commission is warning people about a new 

scam.  Read More 

Deterring and Detecting Fraud at a Time of 

Heightened Risk 
Fraud experts expect the next few years to be a time of 

heightened risk as the damaging economic effects of the 

coronavirus pandemic create pressure and motive that can lead 

to wrongdoing.  Read More 

Relief Comes For Victims of ‘Massive’ Fraud, But 

Some Say It’s Overdue 
The feds join states in the crackdown on unemployment 

benefits fraud.  Read More 

 

 

5 Most Scandalous Frauds of 2020 

Fraud Magazine published an article of notable 

fraud cases from 2020.  See below which frauds 

made the list, and read the full article here. 

COVID-19 frauds infect society 

Some fraudsters were quick to exploit government 

stimulus plans, while others used COVID-19 as a 

premise for a plethora of cyberfraud and consumer 

fraud schemes ranging from phishing attacks to 

sales of counterfeit personal protective 

equipment, testing kits and bogus cures. 

Wirecard’s missing $2 billion 

After a series of fraud allegations and 

investigations into its accounting practices over the 

course of 2019, Wirecard confessed to the 

disappearance of more than $2 billion from its 

assets. 

FinCEN files exhibit huge money-laundering cases 

In September 2020, leaked documents provided to 

BuzzFeed News, and passed along to the 

International Consortium of Investigative 

Journalists, implicated major international banks – 

including Deutsche Bank, JPMorgan Chaser, HSBC, 

Standard Chartered and Bank of New York Mellon 

– in the laundering of more than $2 trillion linked 

to oligarchs, criminals and terrorists from 1999 to 

2017. 

Airbus’ routine briberies 

In January 2020, France-based aviation company 

Airbus agreed to pay combined penalties of more 

than $3.9 billion, the largest fine ever recorded in a 

bribery case, to settle foreign bribery charges from 

authorities in the U.S., France and the U.K. 

Luckin Coffee’s large mug of fraud 

The Nasdaq-listed, Chinese-based coffee company 

Luckin Coffee Inc., which managed to overtake 

Starbucks in total locations within just more than 

two years of being founded, announced in April 

2020 that an internal audit revealed allegations of 

fabricated sales figures. 
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Your Officers and Directors 

President       Bernard Rafferty CFE, CPA    

Vice President       Maria Huttner CPA, CIA, CFE   

Treasurer       Kelvin Pier CPA, CFE    

Secretary       Katie Vance CFE    

Director       Dan Chacko CFE, CMA, CIA, CPA   

Director       Wanda DiPaolo CFE 

President Emeritus      James Fellin CPA, CFE, CFF 

Membership Director      Brett Fulesday CFE  

Higher Education Director     Aaryn Hogue CPA, CFE, CFF 

Director       Douglas Keklak CFE 

Training Director      David Vanderaar CFE  

 
 

 

  

 

About the ACFE 
The ACFE is the world’s largest anti-fraud organization and premier provider of anti-fraud training and 

education.  Together with more than 85,000 members, the ACFE is reducing business fraud worldwide and 

inspiring public confidence in the integrity and objectivity within the profession.  Visit www.acfe.com for 

more details. 

Upcoming Events 

• Wednesday, March 10, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, April 14, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, May 12, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, June 9, 2021 – Meeting TBD, Officer and Director Elections 

 

Watch for more information on upcoming events! 

Connect on LinkedIn and Facebook 
Did you know the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter has a LinkedIn account and Facebook page?   

Visit ACFE Greater Pittsburgh LinkedIn Page and ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Facebook Page 

 

ACFE Women’s Summit 

Attend the virtual 2021 ACFE Women’s Summit online, March 4, 2021.  The summit is open to all 

professionals, no matter your gender and no matter if your role is in compliance, risk, auditing, accounting 

or the many more areas we know you all work in.  Featured speakers include Erika Chung (Theranos 

Whistleblower), Lisa Walker (leadership psychologist) and Amber Mac (professional speaker, former 

strategist and marketing director).  To learn more about the event and to register, visit: 

https://www.acfe.com/womenssummit2021.aspx. 
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