
  

   
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

January 13, 2021 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter presents – Virtual Meeting 

“Financial Data Validation by Data Scientists Versus Accountants” 

Speakers: Dr. Tingting (Rachel) Chung, Associate Clinical Professor, College of William & Mary; 

Dr. Stephanie Rosenthal, Assistant Teaching Professor, Carnegie Mellon University  

Location: Virtual Event (Zoom) 

12:00 noon – 1:00 pm: Presentation 

Please register here. 

Registration deadline: January 11th at 3:00 pm 

Cost: Members & Associates of the Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter: $10 

 All others: $20 

CPE: Qualifies for 1 credit hour of continuing professional education.  Attendance certificates will be 

emailed after the event. 

Continued on page 2 
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January 13, 2021 – ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter presents – Virtual Meeting 

“Financial Data Validation by Data Scientists Versus Accountants” 

Speakers: Dr. Tingting (Rachel) Chung, Associate Clinical Professor, College of William & Mary 

Dr. Stephanie Rosenthal, Assistant Teaching Professor, Carnegie Mellon University 
 

Does expertise influence data validation work?  We explore this question by observing financial data 

validation work by a group of data scientists (DS) vs. a group of accounting (AC) graduate students.  We found 

interesting differences between the DS and AC groups, in terms of their use of one- versus two-dimensional 

data visualizations, use of multiple visualizations, use of business versus data rules, navigational patterns, 

and others.  These findings suggest that domain expertise plays a critical role in data validation for financial 

AI development. 

Dr. Tingting (Rachel) Chung is Clinical Associate Professor of Operations and Information Systems.  Dr. Chung 

is highly engaged in the Business Analytics community and has received numerous awards, including an IBM 

Faculty Award in the Cognitive Computing category, Community Partner of the Year Award – Houston 

Methodist Hospital on behalf of INFORMS with Dr. Louis Luangkesorn, and the Faculty Excellence Award 

from the Master of Science in Business Analytics (MSBA) program at College of William & Mary.  Currently, 

Dr. Chung teaches Machine Learning II and Advanced Modeling Techniques at the Mason School of Business.  

Dr. Chung has published in top journals and has also given numerous presentations at international 

conferences.  Dr. Chung’s research has been supported by Institute of Fraud Prevention (IFP) and National 

Security Agency.  Dr. Chung is a member of AIS and ACM. 

Stephanie Rosenthal is an Assistant Teaching Professor in the Computer Science Department at Carnegie 

Mellon University.  Her research at the intersection of human-computer interaction and artificial intelligence 

(AI) focuses on ways to apply AI techniques to improve people’s workflows.  Her work is funded by the 

Association of Certified Fraud Examiners and JP Morgan Chase.  She has won various awards for her work in 

education including most recently Pittsburgh’s Incline Magazine’s “Who’s Next” in Technology and Education 

(2018) and the “Future and New AI Educator Award” from the Educational Advancements in Artificial 

Intelligence (2018). 

Please join us for this interesting and relevant presentation. 

Register here! 

Ritchie-Jennings Memorial Scholarship 

The Ritchie-Jennings Memorial Scholarship was named for two members of the ACFE, Larry Jennings and Tracy Ritchie, 

who were killed while working in Karachi, Pakistan in 1997.  The scholarship is administered by the ACFE Foundation 

and largely funded through donations of chapters and members of the ACFE.  The Greater Pittsburgh Chapter was 

proud to donate $500 to the scholarship fund this year, and plans to make another contribution in 2021.  Chapter 

President Bernie Rafferty was a former recipient of the scholarship and serves as the Chairman of the ACFE Scholarship 

Committee which reviews the applicant essays and recommends the recipients to the ACFE Foundation board. 

The Chapter encourages any undergraduate or graduate student who meets the eligibility requirements found here 

to consider applying for the scholarships, which range from $1,000 to $10,000.  A recommendation from a CFE is 

preferred for applicants – the Chapter is happy to connect students to CFEs in the area.  The application deadline this 

year is February 1, 2021, so there is still time to complete your application and essays. 
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Man from Cameroon Charged in Pittsburgh for Running 

Fraudulent Online Puppy Scam 
A Cameroonian citizen living in Romania has been arrested and 

charged in Pittsburgh for running a puppy scam that resulted in 

multiple victims, including several in western Pennsylvania, the U.S. 

Department of Justice announced.  Read More 

Pa. Dept. Of Labor & Industry Issues Warning Of New 

Unemployment Benefits Scam 
The Pa. Department of Labor & Industry is warning the public of a 

new national scam aiming to commit fraud involving unemployment.  

Read More 

Amazon Scam Hitting Southwestern Pennsylvania 
A major warning is coming from the Federal Trade Commission.  

Read More 

FBI Warning: ‘Tis the Season for Holiday Scams 
During the holidays, scammers focus less on giving and more on 

stealing.  Read More 

Divided Pennsylvania House Approves Audit of 2020 

Election, Citing Inconsistencies and Confusion in 

Electorate 
A deeply divided state House on Thursday voted to approve a 

Republican-sponsored measure that sets up an audit of the 2020 

election, citing inconsistencies and confusion in the electorate as 

evidence the process must be improved for future contests.  Read 

More 

Former WVU Associate Professor Sentenced To 

Probation 
A former West Virginia University associate professor has been 

sentenced to probation after admitting to wire fraud and filing a false 

tax return, a federal prosecutor’s office said.  Read More 

Whitehall Borough Police Issue Warning To Residents Of 

Potential Scams Around Holidays 
The Whitehall Borough Police Department is warning residents to be 

vigilant in avoiding potential holiday scams.  Read More 

Weeks After Election, YouTube Cracks Down on 

Misinformation 
More than a month after the U.S. presidential election, YouTube says 

it will start removing newly uploaded material that claims 

widespread voter fraud or errors changed the outcome.  Read More 

 

 

National Insurance Crime Bureau 

The National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) is 

a not-for-profit organization dedicated 

exclusively to fighting insurance fraud and 

crime.  NICB was formed in 1992 from a 

merger between the National Automobile 

Theft Bureau (NATB) and the Insurance Crime 

Prevention Institute (ICPI), both of which were 

not-for-profit organizations.  The NATB, which 

managed vehicle theft investigations and 

developed vehicle theft databases for use by 

the insurance industry, dates to the early 20th 

century.  The ICPI investigated insurance fraud 

for approximately 20 years before joining with 

the NATB to form the present National 

Insurance Crime Bureau.   

Through NICB, you can report fraud, search a 

VIN database to determine whether a vehicle 

has been declared an unrecovered stolen or 

salvage vehicle, and order vehicle 

identification manuals containing vehicle 

identification number (VIN) structure and 

decording for most U.S. and Canadian 

passenger vehicles. 

To learn more, visit their website at 

www.nicb.org.   

Community Fraud Fighter 

Scammers are targeting churches, posing as 

pastors to get gift cards this holiday season.  

Church administrator Renee Lyon received an 

email that appeared to be from the interim 

Pastor.  The scammer told her to keep 

everything confidential because it was a 

surprise for staff members.  Lyon knew 

something smelled fishy.  She warned 

everyone on her email contact list and 

reported the situation to the Federal Trade 

Commission.  Lyon’s actions may have 

prevented other local church members from 

being scammed.  Read the full article here.   
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Your Officers and Directors 

President       Bernard Rafferty CFE, CPA    

Vice President       Maria Huttner CPA, CIA, CFE   

Treasurer       Kelvin Pier CPA, CFE    

Secretary       Katie Vance CFE    

Director       Dan Chacko CFE, CMA, CIA, CPA   

Director       Wanda DiPaolo CFE 

President Emeritus      James Fellin CPA, CFE, CFF 

Membership Director      Brett Fulesday CFE  

Higher Education Director     Aaryn Hogue CPA, CFE, CFF 

Director       Douglas Keklak CFE 

Training Director      David Vanderaar CFE  

 
 

 

  

 

About the ACFE 
The ACFE is the world’s largest anti-fraud organization and premier provider of anti-fraud training and 

education.  Together with more than 85,000 members, the ACFE is reducing business fraud worldwide and 

inspiring public confidence in the integrity and objectivity within the profession.  Visit www.acfe.com for 

more details. 

 

Upcoming Events 

• Wednesday, February 10, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, March 10, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, April 14, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, May 12, 2021 – Meeting TBD 

• Wednesday, June 9, 2021 – Meeting TBD, Officer and Director Elections 

 

Watch for more information on upcoming events! 

 

Connect on LinkedIn and Facebook 
Did you know the ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Area Chapter has a LinkedIn account and Facebook page?   

Visit ACFE Greater Pittsburgh LinkedIn Page and ACFE Greater Pittsburgh Facebook Page 

 

“With a gentleman I am always a gentleman and a half,  
and with a fraud I try to be a fraud and a half.”  

~ Otto von Bismarck 
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